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D9.8: 2 International dissemination events |
Academic Forum and Policy Forums

Day 2 (August 27™) of the midterm conference gathered policymakers involved in the
governance of international protection for a policy forum and top scholars in the field for an
academic forum. The videos of Day 2 talks can be accessed here. The paper abstracts and speakers'
bios are available here.

The plenary policy forum took place from 9:00 a.m.-10:15 a.m. and was moderated by Prof.
Elspeth Guild (PROTECT, QMUL).

The first speaker was Madeline Garlick (Chief of Section, Protection Policy, UNHCR) who
structured her presentation around six areas of priority for international cooperation. First,
maximizing the potential of the Global Compacts; Second, engaging more with the GCR tools,
including responsibility-sharing platforms, early warning, and preparedness for arrivals,
policymaking, and advocacy; Third, enhancing supervision and compliance to hold states to
account for their commitments to the Global Compact on Refugees, for instance, in terms of
statelessness determination procedures or access to the labor market; Fourth, continue the
development of binding instruments, judicial engagement, and advocacy; Fifth, improving
coherence and interaction between the two Compacts. This could be achieved through mobilization
of the champion countries and existing networks; Finally, addressing today’s crises, notably the
situation in Afghanistan. These priority actions would also help constructively address onwards
movements and lay the foundation for more solutions.

In her presentation, Catherine Woollard (Secretary-General, ECRE) outlined three priorities
for international refugee protection. First, legal priorities in the governance of international
protection: recent reforms of the CEAS and agreements with third countries, such as the EU-
Turkey Deal, do not address the flows but undermine protection while defending the status quo.
Second, operational and practical priorities: the need to address implementation gaps, for example
in access to protection and for authoritative guidance on the implementation of international law.
Third, the political priority should be to tackle the complicity of the center. Nativism and
ideological nationalism pose a threat to the universality of human rights. Mainstream parties,
technocrats go along with this agenda. Catherine Woollard discussed how the PROTECT
preliminary findings address some of these priorities. For instance, WP2 speaks to legal reform
and the usefulness of the GCM. It defends the position to not open up the Refugee Convention but
to refresh the debate as the GCR serves as a framework that reinforces the Refugee Convention.
Similarly, the WP3 findings on recognition rates, refugee status determination procedures, and the
dominant role of the Interior Ministries in decision-making will usefully inform future
recommendations on institutions.

Prof. Frangois Crépeau (Faculty of Law, McGill University (VULNERY)) touched on the
role of the GCM to facilitate human mobility as a long-term strategic choice. He offered an
overview of the current global context, including the pull factors for migration and the
responsibility of states and national labor markets in constructing migrants’ precarity. Prof.
Crépeau explained that the prohibitionist system entrenches migrants’ exploitation through denials
of rights. He further noted that electoral democracy does not represent migrants, so that
mainstream political parties endorse anti-migrant policies and politics. The Global Compacts were
negotiated and adopted by States and involved a broad range of stakeholders. The central
recommendation of the CGM is to facilitate mobility, including pathways for regular migration,
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family reunification, decent work conditions, emergency preparedness, having a firewall to
exercise rights without interference from law enforcement. Prof. Crépeau pointed out that the idea
of empowering migrants appears for the first time in an instrument negotiated by States and that
there is a need to conceptualize the Global Compacts in terms of their long-term influence, like
the Universal Declaration of Human Rights.

During the Q&A session, Francois Crépeau answered a question about the challenges of
emergency preparedness for migration flows, by emphasizing that long-term planning is feasible
to create positive outcomes, while quick mobilization of resources is something organizations like
UNHCR excel in, and migration policies need to be planned instead of being reactive so that the
needs should be discussed within them. Madeline Garlick responded to the same question by
highlighting UNHCR’s work in response to risks associated with disasters and climate change, to
create resilience and adaptability. She pointed to discussions around planned relocations in Pacific
islands and said that planned preparedness needs to be ensured and arrivals can be managed to
counter anti-migrant political discourse. In response to another question, Madeline Garlick noted
that the GCR calls for an enhancement of states’ capacity to achieve durable solutions for refugees:
there should be more efforts to create better conditions for local integration and to support the
nascent asylum regime in the Global South. However, these efforts should not be done with a
containment objective. A question addressed to Catherine Woollard read: ‘Are we going to face
another exodus, what will happen to Afghan refugees?’. Catherine Woollard said that the EU’s
response to the Afghan situation was mixed. A self-serving approach was adopted by interior
ministers with the use of language that creates fear in the public to justify already planned
restrictive measures, whereas a more sensitive approach was visible from those responsible for
external affairs and international relations who recommended supporting evacuation and
establishing human security for the Afghan people. Woollard noted that this dichotomic approach
has been outlined by the WP3 findings concerning the institutional architecture of refugee systems.

The policy forum was followed by the plenary academic forum which took place at 10:30 a.m.-
11:45 a.m. and was moderated by Prof. Idil Atak (PROTECT).

Prof. Sergio Carrera (Senior Research Fellow and Head of Home Affairs Unit, CEPS
(ASILE)) centered his presentation on the EU Pact on Migration and offered criticism of how the
Pact prioritizes law enforcement over asylum, and of its focus on returns and expulsions. Prof.
Carrera contended that the Pact is an attempt to reverse the Europeanization of migration and
asylum and to reinject inter-governmentalism into these policy areas. As such, the Pact further
blurs the lines between the distinct areas of asylum, migration, and border management. The
presentation expanded on illegal pushbacks, arbitrary detention, and criminalization of migrants,
including asylum seekers. Prof. Carrera noted that the asymmetric interstate solidary and business-
like way of dealing with asylum undermines refugee and human rights law.

Prof. Anna Triandafyllidou (CERC, Ryerson University) referred to the preliminary
findings of PROTECT and remarked how they exposed the changing nature of migration,
including the perception of asylum seekers in the last decades. She pointed to lessons learned from
the COVID-19 pandemic for essential migrant workers and asylum seekers. She noted that the
field of migration research area has become more multidisciplinary and complex and the Global
Compacts help pluralize approaches and constructive solutions in the face of growing inequalities
between states. Prof. Triandafyllidou questioned the language of safe and orderly migration as it
can be harmful to refugees, the risk assessment for humanitarian migration, and the distinction



between destination and transit countries. She said that it is important to privilege the regional and
local solutions and stakeholders from different backgrounds.

Prof. Jennifer Hyndman (York University) questioned the separation of migrants and
refugees in the two Global Compacts and said that the GCR is more about improving the status
quo. She noted the importance of the regularization for people on the move and to better harness
the existing local practices to enhance the self-authorized security for refugees. Prof. Hyndman
praised the WP2 work in this respect. She remarked that the GCR is too Convention-centric, leaves
many refugees out of the Convention protection, and could be viewed as a form of legal
orientalism. She emphasized the importance of the principle of non-regression especially in
situations like the Rohingyas in Bangladesh or Syrian refugees in Turkey. She referred to the
efforts such as the Kolkata Declaration which acknowledges that the GCR does not apply in South
Asia, calls upon stakeholders to harness local good practices and to center the debates on involving
refugees and other displaced persons.

In the Q&A period, a question was addressed to Prof. Sergio Carrera as to the external
dimension of the EU’s asylum and migration policy. He commented that the ASILE project looks
into agreements with third countries, like the EU-Turkey Deal, and takes a critical stance to border
closures that result from these agreements, democratic accountability, the conditions for asylum
seekers. Prof. Carrera also mentioned that the Global Compacts differentiate between migrants and
refugees and that with the complexity of humanitarian protection, policies co-construct crises and
irregularity. Prof. Hakan Sicakkan clarified PROTECT’s approach to the EU’s relocation policy
and what it means in terms of the notion of solidarity. In response to another question, Prof.
Jennifer Hyndman expanded on the GCR’s identification of promising practices such as education
and community sponsorship. She also elaborated on the customary law practices and the
importance of inter-organizational synergies as illustrated in the Kolkata Declaration which refers
to the cooperation with the African Union.

The conference was concluded with four thematic panels where PROTECT researchers and
others presented papers targeting institutional, discursive, legal, and regional aspects of refugee
protection.

The Conference ended at 1:00 pm. The concluding remarks by Prof. Sicakkan and Prof.
Atak thanked all the participants for attending the conference and their committed engagement
with the project. Prof. Sicakkan thanked Mari Lund Eide, Communications Coordinator who is
leaving PROTECT to take up another position, for her contributions to the project and the
conference.

The plenary academic and policy forums highlighted a number of critiques directed at the role and
impact of the Compacts in the migration and asylum regimes which was followed by an engaging
discussion. The speakers also made reference to the preliminary findings of PROTECT researchers
and highlighted the importance of such research, especially with regard to work packages 2, 3, 4,
5, 6, and 7. The preliminary findings of work packages 2 and 4 were praised and of particular
interest to the academic forum speakers who remarked the importance of local solutions and
stakeholders as well as human rights centred approaches that focus on asylum rather than
enforcement. As such, the contributions of PROTECT to academic and policy debates and fora are
already significant and noteworthy.

The presentations of the plenary policy forum were comprehensive and touched upon many of
the themes under investigation by the PROTECT team through the different work packages. As



such, it provided an opportunity to disseminate knowledge on the Compacts and related priorities
from the perspective of policy makers as well as consolidate the objectives of the PROTECT
research and its contributions to policy debates. Building on the priority areas and issues identified
by the three speakers, PROTECT researchers have already conducted significant research in
several countries to further investigate legal reforms and procedures in light of the Compacts and
the role of diverse stakeholders in the international protection regime. Many of the preliminary
findings were addressed in further detail throughout the concurrent panels allowing the PROTECT
team to better disseminate and share our findings that will be helpful to policymakers and inform
recommendations in the near future.
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Protect Midterm Conference
The Right to International Protection: A Pendulum Between
Globalization and Nativization?

Ryerson University, Toronto
26-27 August 2021

Thursday, 26 August
9:00 a.m.- 12:30 p.m. (Eastern Daylight Time)

9:00 a.m.-9:10 a.m. Welcome and introductory remarks: Mohamed Lachemi, President and Vice
Chancellor, Ryerson University

9:10 a.m.- 9:30 a.m. Hakan G. Sicakkan, PROTECT Principal Investigator, University of Bergen,
A Cleavage Theory Approach to Advancing the International Refugee Protection

9:30 a.m.-11:00 a.m. PROTECT Plenary Session
Chair: Dario Mazzola, University of Bergen
e Elspeth Guild, Queen Mary University of London and Jiirgen Bast, University of Giessen
(PROTECT Work Package (WP) 2)
e Frank Caestecker, Ghent University and Francesca Longo, University of Catania (WP3)

Q&A
e Jo Veary, University of the Witwatersrand and Christine M. Jacobsen, University of
Bergen (WP4)
e Simon Usherwood, Open University (WP5)
Q&A

e Pierre Van Wolleghem and Cornelius Cappelen, University of Bergen (WP6)
e Anamaria Dutceac Segesten, Lund University and Boris Mance, University of Ljubljana
(WP7)
Q&A
11:00-11:30 Break

11:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m. Keynote address: James C. Hathaway, James E. and Sarah A.
Degan Professor of Law, University of Michigan Law School

12:30 p.m. End of discussions
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Friday, 27 August
9:00 a.m.- 12:45 p.m. (Eastern Daylight Time)

9:00 a.m.-10:15 a.m. Plenary Policy Forum

Chair: Elspeth Guild, Queen Mary University of London
e Francois Crépeau, Professor, Faculty of Law, McGill University (VULNER)
e Madeline Garlick, Chief of Section, Protection Policy, UNHCR
e Catherine Woollard, Secretary General, ECRE

Q&A

10:15 a.m.-10:30 a.m. Break

10:30 a.m.-11:45 a.m. Plenary Academic Forum

Chair: Idil Atak, Ryerson University
e Sergio Carrera, Senior Research Fellow and Head of Home Affairs Unit, CEPS (ASILE)
e Anna Triandafyllidou, Professor, CERC, Ryerson University
e Jennifer Hyndman, Professor and Associate Vice-President Research, York University

11:45 a.m.-12:00 a.m. Break
12:00 p.m.-1:00 p.m. Concurrent Panel Sessions

Panel A - Understanding the impact of national refugee status determination systems on
international protection
Chair: Frank Caestecker, Ghent University
e Eva Ecker, Ghent University: The influence of the institutional architecture on the
outcome of international protection determination: The cases Belgium and the Netherlands
e Pierre-Georges VanWolleghem, University of Bergen: Explaining variation in refugee
recognition rates: The role of refugee status determination architectures
e Craig Damian Smith, CERC, Ryerson University: Power politics and the Refugee
Compact in Central America: Host states, containment, and the absence of international
resettlement

Panel B - Assessing the role of the Global Compacts for Refugees and Migration in Europe:
Discourses and Synergies
Chair: Mari Lund Eide, University of Bergen
o Elspeth Guild, Kathryn Allinson and Nicolette Busuttil, Queen Mary University of
London: An Analysis of the gaps and synergies between the Common European Asylum
System and the UN Global Compacts for Refugees and Migration
e Dario Mazzola, University of Bergen: Seizing the Compacts: The clash of political and
normative discourses over the Global Compacts on Migration and Refugees
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e Sara Schmitt & Raphael Heiberger, University of Stuttgart:
Media and migration. How international protection is covered in
public discourse

Panel C - Migrants’ Vulnerabilities and the Global Compacts for Refugees and Migration
Chair: Simon Usherwood, Open University
e Danilo Di Mauro, lole Fontana, Daniela Irrera, University of Catania: Managing new forms
of vulnerability: The contribution of Italian civil society organizations in the migrants’
protection policies
e Janna Wessels, Vrije Universiteit Amsterdam: Planned destitution: Socio-economic
deprivation and as a policy tool to control migration
e Jona Zyfi, University of Toronto: The impact of the GRC and GMC on assessing
vulnerability: Preliminary findings of fieldwork in Canada

Panel D - The global refugee regime and international protection in Africa: Out of step and
out of time?
Chair: Jo Vearey, Director of African Centre for Migration and Society (ACMS), University of
the Witwatersrand
e Kudakwashe Vanyoro, ACMS, University of the Witwatersrand: ‘Now That Mugabe is
Gone You Are Free’ - Temporalised Governance of Vulnerability, Migration and
Im/mobilities at the Zimbabwe-South Africa Border
e Noah Ssempijja, MA Refugee Protection and Migration Studies Student, University of
London: Integrating Services for Host Communities and Refugees: Pathway to Local
Integration for Refugees?
e Nicholas Maple, ACMS, University of the Witwatersrand: International Protection in
South(ern) Africa: UNHCR and Regime Shifting in the Urban Space

1:00 p.m. Concluding remarks: Hakan G. Sicakkan and Idil Atak
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